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economical endowment. Broad lands in Dor-
set which had belonged since Alfred's time to
Shaftesbury were diverted to this new pur-
pose ; and it may fairly be said that the nuns
of Shaftesbury could afford to lose them. But,
unhappily, these Collegiate churches, though
to a less degree in England than in Scotland,
were often supported out1" of rectorial tithes,
and so were another cause of poverty to the
working clergy. And the canonries in them,
as in cathedral churches, were very apt to
be held in plurality by absentees. Hence
they were not an unmixed blessing to the
Church, as the Colleges founded in the Uni-
versities, the teaching staff of which in prac-
tice, if not quite always in theory, consisted
of secular clergy, undoubtedly were. But
the choice by founders of these two types
of benefaction show that the seculars were
now finally superior to the regular clergy in
the general regard